
 
Tener Idioms 

- tener # años to be # years old 
- tener que + infinitive to have to ________ 
- tener mucho, poco, algo que hacer to have a lot, little,something to do 
  

Masculine: use “mucho” for “very” 
tener frío to be cold 
tener calor to be hot 
tener éxito to be successful 
tener sueño to be sleepy 
tener cuidado to be careful 
tener miedo de + infinitive to be afraid to _______ 
tener miedo a + noun to be afraid of _______ 
tener dolor de cabeza to have a headache 
tener celos (muchos) to be jealous 
  

Feminine: use “mucha” for “very” 
tener hambre to be hungry 
tener sed to be thirsty 
tener razón* to be right 
tener prisa to be in a hurry 
tener suerte to be lucky 
tener confianza to be confident 
tener vergüenza to be ashamed 
tener la culpa to be guilty 
tener ganas de + infinitive (muchas) to feel like ______ 
  

●Make negatives by putting “no” in front of the form of 
tener. 

 * no tener razón – to be wrong 


